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TheÊfirstÊƟmeÊIÊheardÊRonÊStewartÊplayÊtheÊbanjoÊwasÊbackÊwhenÊheÊwasÊwithÊtheÊLynnÊMor-
risÊband.ÊIÊcouldÊhardlyÊbelieveÊmyÊears.ÊNoÊbanjoÊplayerÊhasÊhadÊthatÊkindÊofÊimpactÊonÊmeÊ
sinceÊJ.D.ÊCrowe.ÊBesidesÊhisÊuniqueÊsenseÊofÊƟmingÊandÊtone,ÊheÊcameÊacrossÊtoÊmeÊasÊaÊ
"band"ÊbanjoÊplayer.ÊJustÊlikeÊJ.D.ÊCroweÊdid,ÊheÊwasÊableÊtoÊsenseÊwhenÊheÊneededÊtoÊplayÊ
andÊwhenÊheÊdidÊnotÊneedÊtoÊplay.ÊHeÊwasÊalsoÊkeenlyÊawareÊofÊ"what"ÊneededÊtoÊbeÊplayedÊ
whenÊheÊwasÊneeded.ÊTheseÊareÊtheÊbigÊlessonsÊthatÊaÊlotÊofÊbanjoÊplayersÊoverlook. 

JustÊaÊfewÊyearsÊlaterÊheÊendedÊupÊplayingÊinÊtheÊbandÊwithÊCroweÊasÊaÊfiddleÊplayer.ÊHeÊwasÊ
equallyÊadeptÊatÊplayingÊtheÊfiddleÊwithÊaÊsenseÊofÊtoneÊandÊtasteÊthatÊheÊhadÊonÊtheÊbanjo.Ê
CroweÊwasÊlovingÊit.ÊHeÊhadÊfoundÊaÊfiddleÊplayerÊwhoÊwasÊveryÊmuchÊindoctrinatedÊinÊtheÊ
oldÊFlaƩÊ&ÊScruggsÊstyleÊofÊbluegrassÊthatÊCroweÊlovedÊsoÊmuch.ÊJ.D.ÊbecameÊsoÊinspiredÊbyÊ
thisÊthatÊheÊevenÊkickedÊhisÊownÊplayingÊupÊaÊnotch. 

AŌerÊhisÊsƟntÊwithÊCrowe,ÊRonÊgotÊtogetherÊwithÊsomeÊofÊtheÊgreatestÊbluegrassÊmusiciansÊ
onÊtheÊplanetÊtoÊformÊtheÊsuperÊgroup,ÊTheÊBoxcars.ÊRonÊplayedÊsomeÊfiddleÊinÊthisÊbandÊ,butÊ
mostlyÊheÊwasÊtheÊbanjoÊplayer.ÊTheÊband'sÊchoiceÊofÊmaterialÊrangedÊfromÊFlaƩÊ&ÊScruggsÊtoÊ
someÊmodernÊdayÊsongs,ÊmanyÊofÊthemÊpennedÊbyÊmembersÊofÊtheÊband.ÊHisÊabilityÊtoÊadaptÊ
toÊtheÊbandÊonceÊagainÊshowedÊhisÊversaƟlityÊinÊbeingÊableÊtoÊknowÊwhenÊtoÊplayÊandÊwhenÊ
notÊtoÊplay. 

Ron'sÊsolosÊandÊbackupÊworkÊwithÊtheÊBoxcarsÊisÊsoÊinÊtheÊpocketÊthatÊtoÊuseÊandÊoldÊJ.D.Ê
CroweÊquoteÊaboutÊElvisÊPresleyÊ"itÊmadeÊyouÊwantÊtoÊgetÊupÊandÊkickÊtheÊwalls".ÊRonÊhasÊ
managedÊtoÊbridgeÊaÊgapÊthatÊmostÊbanjoÊplayersÊjustÊfallÊshortÊofÊachieving. 

TheÊtranscripƟonsÊinÊthisÊbookÊwillÊshowÊyouÊtheÊnotesÊthatÊRonÊchoseÊtoÊplayÊonÊtheseÊpar-
ƟcularÊrecordings.ÊListeningÊintentlyÊtoÊtheseÊrecordingsÊwillÊgiveÊyouÊÊsomethingÊevenÊmoreÊ
importantÊthanÊhisÊnoteÊchoices.ÊThatÊisÊwhereÊtheÊrealÊmagicÊlies. 

 Russell Sawler—Transcriber & Ron Stewart fan.

“Most of humanity goes through life never realizing that there is a true magic that lies within the fabric of all 
that is. Those of us who are fortunate enough to discover it – the dreamers, wanderers, artists, lovers and seek-
ers – never stop looking once it’s found.” Author Unknown 

Introduction 

2



 m     i  t 

0

t

0

m

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

i

0

m

10

2

8

1

10

4

10

0

8
10

10

10

3

Po

2

2
Sl

5

 0  1  2  3  4 

0

t

0

m

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

i

0

m

10

2

8

1

10

4

10

0

8
10

10

10

3

Po

2

2
Sl

5

Right Hand Fingering 
Below Tab               

LeŌ Hand Fingering 
Above Tab    

Tablature Symbols 

3

 ¼

3

½

3

¾

3

1

3

-½

3

½ -½

3

¼

3

 ½

3

¾

3

1

3

-½

3

½ -½

3

¼

3

½

3

 ¾

3

1

3

-½

3

½ -½

1/4 Choke           1/2 Choke     3/4 Choke 
(Slight Choke)  (The value of 1/2 step or 1 fret)  (Slightly above 1/2 step) 

3

¼

3

½

3

¾

3

 1

3

-½

3

½ -½

3

¼

3

½

3

¾

3

1

3

-½

3

½ -½

3

¼

3

½

3

¾

3

1

3

-½

3

 ½ -½

Whole Step Choke 
(The value of 2 frets)  Unchoke      Choke & Release 

5
5

5

(0)

0 0

5
5

5

(0)

0 0

5
5

5

(0)

0 0

 Tied Notes  (Pick & hold for  Ghost Note  (Played 
Harmonics  the Ɵme value of  both notes)  very lightly or not at all) 

85/

87

02

8

10

5
3
4

PPP 5
3
4

PPP

85/

87

02

8

10

5
3
4

PPP 5
3
4

PPP

85/

87

02

8

10

5
3
4

PPP 5
3
4

PPP

0

t

0

m

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

i

0

m

10

2

8

1

10

4

10

0

8
10

10

10

3

Po

2

2
Sl

5

0

t

0

m

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

i

0

m

10

2

8

1

10

4

10

0

8
10

10

10

3

Po

2

2
Sl

5
2

H

3

S-

S-

S-

Hammer On  Pull Off    Slide 

Grace Note Slide (played very 
quickly with no signifigant Ɵme value)  Grace Note Hammer On  Grace Note Pull Off 

85/

87

02

8

10

5
3
4

PPP 5
3
4

PPP

85/

87

02

8

10

5
3
4

PPP 5
3
4

PPP

85/

87

02

8

10

5
3
4

PPP 5
3
4

PPP
Slide Up (from an arbitrary point)  Slide Down (from an arbitrary point)    Vamp (cut notes off quickly) 

0
0
0
0
0

B

S-

0
0
0
0
0

R

S-

S-

S-

0
0
0
0
0

B

S-

0
0
0
0
0

R

S-

S-

S-

2

 Brush (sweep the strings quickly)  Rake (sweep the strings slowly)  Dead Note 

3



0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

t

0

i

0

m

0

t

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

0

m

0

i

0

t

0

m

The Picking Hand 

5th
4th

3rd
2nd

1st

 m     i  t 

5th 
4th 

3rd 
1st 

t 
t 

(t  or  i) 
m 

2nd 

Here are some Ɵps for determining which finger to use when it’s not marked in the 
tablature. In tablature the 5 strings of the banjo are  

The picking fingers are represented in the tablature 
by the first leƩer of their name 
Thumb = t 
Index = i 
Middle = m 

HowÊdoÊIÊknowÊwhichÊfingerÊtoÊuseÊ? 
The following discussion will be referring to consecuƟve eighth notes.  

Here are the picking finger assignments: 

The 5th string is picked with the thumb 
The 4th string is picked with the thumb 
The 2nd string is picked with the index 
The 1st string is picked with the middle 
This 3rd string is the wild card, picked by either the thumb or the 
index, determined by the string played just before or just aŌer. 
Here are some guidelines. 
If the 5th or 4th string is played just before or just aŌer the 3rd string , the 3rd will be 
picked with the index finger. Examples below. 

If the 2nd string is picked just before or just aŌer the 3rd string, the 3rd will be picked 
with the thumb. Examples below. 

Please note the qualifier “UnlessÊotherwiseÊnotedÊinÊtheÊtablature”Ê In other words, 
finger assignments will be broken, but when they are, it will be noted in the tablature. 
Otherwise they are in effect.  

   i   t   i   m   t   i   t   m 
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If the 1st string is picked before & aŌer the 3rd string, you have a choice of either 
using the thumb or the index finger on the 3rd string. Most players would choose 
the thumb, but you should make your choice according to which finger is more 
comfortable for you. 

  or 

The 1st string, 3rd string pinch unless otherwise 
noted will use index on the 3rd string. 

Some Other Scenarios 
There will be several other scenarios that  fall outside the finger assignments, such 
as playing the same string twice or more in a row, or the middle finger picking the 
2nd string, or the index finger picking the 4th string, or the thumb picking the 2nd 
string. These will be dealt with on an individual basis and marked in the tablature. 
The Freƫng Hand 
As shown in the tab symbols (page 6), the freƫng hand fingers are represented by 
circled numbers above the tab. These are shown in the tabs the way KrisƟn played 
them, however the freƫng hand fingering can be somewhat subjecƟve and varies 
from player to player. If you feel you have a more comfortable way than the 
suggested fingering, then by all means use the fingers that are most comfortable for 
you to play. (This same advice also applies to the picking hand.) 
Notes About The Tablature 
On each song you will see the leŌ & right hand fingering included on secƟons 
where it is felt to be necessary or helpful. Once it has been included on a secƟon or 
measure it will generally not be included again if the same secƟon or measure is 
repeated in the song. Unless otherwise stated the tabs are in standard G-Tuning 
gDGBD. The chords are entered into each song as if the banjo where uncapoed. 

If you have quesƟons about any of the tabs, email music@bluegrassoutlet.com 
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