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FOREWORD

I'm sure we all remember being introduced to the guitar playing of Tony Rice. If you are like me, you can
point to the exact song and perhaps the exact lick that left you jaw-dropped in awe of his tone, timing,
and taste. Few musicians have had as much influence over an entire genre. When it comes to bluegrass
flatpicking, guitar playing, and musicianship, Tony Rice is in a class if his own.

You are about to embark on the most comprehensive collection of Tony Rice transcriptions ever com-
piled. The material presented here covers works released from 1973-2008. There are enough Tony solos
and breaks in these pages to last countless years of dedicated study. Many of us have searched far and
wide for all Tony Rice instructional materials that have previously existed. While some of the tunes
presented have been available in other sources, this book offers a myriad of Tony Rice transcriptions that
have never before been available.

Marcel has include vintage breaks from Tony’s early days with JD Crowe and the New South. Tony’s so-
los to standards such as “Old Home Place” and “Big Spike Hammer” set the bar for all aspiring flatpick-
ers. Next, selections off Tony’s iconic album “Church Street Blues” like “Any Old Time” and “Orphan
Annie” showcase Tony’s mastery of chord melody and reinvented the way bluegrass guitarists perform
without a full band.

In addition to Tony’s celebrated bluegrass playing he is also recognized as an accomplished jazz guitarist.
Tony seamlessly combined his traditional bluegrass roots with his jazzy touch to secure his mystical leg-
endary status. Tony’s Dawg flavored space-grass originals like “Mar West,” “Waltz for Indira,” and “Man-
zanita” revolutionized bluegrass guitar yet again. This book would not be complete without transcrip-
tions of these now new-grass standards. It seems everything Tony Rice does becomes bluegrass cannon.

Marcel has also included some of Tony’s singer/songwriter classics such as “Ginseng Sullivan® and my
personal favorite “Streets of London.” This book indeed touches on every side of Tony’s vast repertoire.
It is worth noting that even if you were to learn all 80 solos in this book there is still only one Tony Rice.
It is my hope, and I'm sure Marcel would agree, that your musical goal should be to use Tony’s ideas as
a springboard to create your own musical voice. While we can learn the notes, Tony is, in many ways
un-copyable. On second thought, dont learn any of these solos — you will never be Tony Rice.

Delving into the Tony Rice guitar style is a lifelong endeavor. I hope that this book aids you in your mis-
sion of Tony’s seminal style of flatpicking. Marcel has put in countless hours, days, and years of listening
and transcribing so we can sit back and enjoy the content in this incredible compilation. I can’t imagine
having this book two decades ago when I was attempting to learn how to play guitar like Tony Rice.
Flipping through the pages feels like I've uncovered the Dead Sea scrolls of Tony transcriptions.

Mickey Abraham
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BLUE RAILROAD TRAIN (1979)

AS PERFORMED BY THE TONY RICE UNIT
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BUDDIES IN THE SADDLE (2002)
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CAROLINA STAR (1993)

CHEYENNE (1984)

AS PERFORMED BY TONY RIGE
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CHURCH STREET BLUES (1983)
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CHURCH STREET BLUES (1983)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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COLD ON THE SHOULDER, HOMESPUN (1984)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE

COLD ON THE SHOULDER (1984)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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Standard tuning

- I
o \ﬁ #V o [
| | C J/_
‘ N = o
B ) C o
o
o \ C Lu
X
g =3
<J e <
= ||™
Ci-
. = lm
|l C |-
[ JnE.
e |.nw e Qv
= e C o
T77e C o
‘IIW = e}
| |- f
e
] = o
S C ™
; = o
HA ) C o
77 C To)
77 C o
TT7Te C Rﬂ
e I = 10
ol e
77 C (=}
[ 179 = ~N
e
ol L
ﬁ. hJ C 70
2 e =| o
O ™~
N T
s
NE h-<gm
=3
| e
[y =8
™ C| o
= o
C ™
-
L =7
<J e <
= ™
I ¢ -
o =le
S = (7
— C nﬂ
| C |-
L=\RY) = (T
S e C nﬂ
TTTe C niv
T = ™
U |
- C ~
] = o
by} 7
‘ N = o
HA ) C 07
77 C Riu
77 C (=}
TTTe C )
o i
J I& C om
-
~ - s
BA ) C o
| | | - ~
C T
on -
2 ﬁﬁ =T
b N L] C o
g = ||o
@] ™~
N TN
£
NG h-<qa

Iy !
o) o) 7
C o
= o
A ) C o
o
o v o 7
|| C nﬂ
] = o
~ Ipl ~ Aﬂ
IHW C AN
[T7® = ()
o ) N <
= ™
T C o
N = ™
-
B <
Jas} XX T 7
FI..- = ™
N
C [Te}
TN = [Tl
C [T}
= ™
TN |
N C [Tl
=7
C ©
XX
=7
q C ©
N
=7
C ©
XX
=™
= | =
[T1® = ™
N |
C o
= o
FIA- C o
o
X
DNE k<t
= o
Te C o
[T = N
)
L] = o
e C o
- ) - T
C N
[T = o
T -] ]S
] N “
= -
R
|| C nﬁ
[T 1 = ™
[T C o
= o
|| C o
o
~
[ 17® = Ju
BL) <
EN IEsyI E \
L) = ™
I |
N C ©
B ==
=7
C ©
XX
=7
q C ©
N
o
=T
C ©
XX
>
| 13
= | T =
[T1® = ™
N i
C o
= o
| ||
<9 L) C o
XX
DNE k<t

ESr=

sl.

By
o

13

|
P
@

|
he Ne
PO 4O

<J NN

A
| |
|

A B 10
P4

AV v

il
—~

™

57
0—5—
3—0 5—

3—4—0

3—4—0

@——2—2—2-—0

BEs

B,

12

|
ok
@

sl.
I ——
| I |
*boke

hul

10 sl
Jr—
| ||
| -
|
4

1]

H 4°

VvmAayvney

AV

57
0—5—
57

3—=4—0

3—~4—0

@)

2

1
~t
J.ﬂli C omooam
. |
= 33niv
£ bbd
= b
(
L) = mmo
N € o
- |l R = <
[ = N
C o
- N1 ) |7
| | C &
ﬁ = niu
] N
= Mml Vl:_ %
IW -
L) C o
| ] = ™
o
[T = ™
[T C o
o
o x o 7
| C o
= o
a !
Jx =n) |
~TIT
Lo
s
H—<{
[ |
~t
Jﬂ.ﬂi LC momooam
2
= oo
X
°» | = | |22
(
L] = mmo
™ C D
T7Te C o
[ 1] o
S IRk
| C &
N = b
] N
N C -
N
e C o
] = ™
C o
=
[T = ™
il C o
= o
[N
= o
\ !
I oo 7
T T
oo
<t

18

17



DEVIL IN DISGUISE (1983) DOIN' MY TIME (1973)
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DON'T THINK TWICE (1989)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE

DON'T GIVE YOUR HEART TO A RAMBLER (1977)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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60 MY WAY (1988) GONNA LAY DOWN MY OLD GUITAR (1967)

AS PERFORMED BY TONY RICE AS PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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HILLS OF ROANE COUNTY (1977)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE

BRAPES ON THE VINE (1989)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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Capo. fret 4

HOME FROM THE FOREST (1979)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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| WONDER WHERE YOU ARE TONIGHT (1993)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE

HOW MOUNTAIN GIRLS CAN LOVE (1993)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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IF I SHOULD WANDER BACK TONIGHT (1992) IF YOU ONLY KNEW (1984)
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I'VE WAITED AS LONG AS 1 CAN (1993) JOHN WILKES BOOTH (1988)
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AS PERFORMED BY TONY RIGE AS PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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LIKES OF ME (1984) LITTLE SADIE (1979)
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LONESOME WIND BLUES (1984)

AS PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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MANZANITA (1979)
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A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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MAR EAST (1980)

AS PERFORMED BY TONY RIGE
TABBED BY ANDREA ARNONE, MARGEL ARDANS, AND ANDY HATHIELD
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MINOR SINING (1978)

AS PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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MONROE'S HORNPIPE (1987)
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SECOND BreAr

MORE PRETTY GIRLS THAN ONE (1980)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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NEVER MEANT 10 BE (2008)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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NINE POUND HAMMER (1973)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE

NEW RIVER TRAIN (1987)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE

Standard tuning

Standard tuning
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OLD HOME PLACE (1975)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE

NINE POUND HAMMER (1979)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE

87

Standard tuning
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ONE MORE NIGHT (1983)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE

Standard tuning

Standard tuning
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OPUS 57 (1977) ORPHAN ANNIE (1983)

AS PERFORMED BY TONY RICE AS PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
Standard tuning Standard tuning
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STONEY POINT (1996)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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SUMMER WAGES (1975)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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SWING 51 (1978)
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WALTZ FOR INDIRA (1980)
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WHERE THE SOUL OF MAN NEVER DIES (1980) Mo g e w , e
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T Mo " . ) \WHY YOU BEEN GONE S0 LONG (1988)
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ToNy's SECOND Beear
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WINDY AND WARM (1973)
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WILL THE ROSES BLOOM (1980)
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Standard tuning

sl

17

3-5

1——3—1
2-2—2—2-0

Valfa

}D

0N
v

A 52
B ()

i
P‘ =%} nfv
P = [\
|| C 17
o~
T T |
[ ¥ C o
=T
C ™
iy 7
]« -
* =~ T
c -
> |3
[
ﬂ C <
|
N ]
=[] - bve
| C &
L] C o
I
-U C m
= N
C o
L - Q,u
i
] = o
% oiq
o D
mli = o
T o
o~ \Il M a [
= -
|.|= C o
N ——t
B T T Y
5 v ) C 1S
&
© ~t
Ny
N6 h-<go0

[N}
7 (=)
. o ™
. 77
b oo
[Te 0
TT7e o~
T o
TN o~
o
o
T7e o
o
-
HW 0
A B
/A
= ] =
=
e o
o~
o
=%} a~ 7
_H e m o~
kN 3 -
() TN 7
ol o
{ [
H- 7
| gl2
™
~
7
579 NS
0 C ||
o
N v . |
| | C nﬂ
] = o
“ [ N =l
Xl
N [ = <
W e
< ([[[® C o
] b C 1ﬁiv
A0 -G
b C ‘7| 7
T
b C |~o
e r o
[T1® = o
o
o v o |
= N
e C| S
[T 71T
b H —O
[J NN ) C o
L& — —
Je H TB =
—




2——0—

o

2

o
0—1

45

44

TN

o

a7 IO~
Vo)

o ‘o co

]

24

N ——T1

23

D

104

59

58

. JiA
—~ AN
TTTe T
= = -~
~ = Bk oo 7
| -~ S5
BALIA) -0
HI.Nd g -~
A = | |4 ¢ = |
_ul oo
° 7
NN
[® o N oo
~ T7e o
Nl
~ a
PA |
™ o
T N @ / o
| N
o~ |||!.ﬂ|7 NN
(Y o)
& [T
® i ~ W -
- = V = 7 7M
< ' I T
ocoo
B e e
™ ~ =@ = 2
= o
SN = ~t
o | o~
D 3 \
5
iy o
PN
e )
o
PN
7 7
~
| | o
L) o 7
| o
~
e
7 wy
o ) ~
(=}
<+
~
o~
I - « ( 0
= - [ 1} o~
o~ < iy
BB o N
T}
(Y Jl o) .
A PN ] b NN ] D NN
o~
25 o0 o
<t v
¢ X X
N <t DN <t DN <t

0

A 45 ] TS

[ a0

07

41

S——

be

B

v

B Q@ = niu 07 Q) niu
= ‘ |
XX
[ - | | 7
— ™
~ ik . |.... | (% y|
| ] T &pe3j
o NeYseYsr)
o~
| 7 N
|| N »
[0 R ocov-oao N |
hrrdy 7 7 | - MmO
=)
o
] S RIEL
=529 .
= @ |r ~
] N
7 o
1m o 444MU
T o
7 o
—qON
< . i
A o OO
fee) n/_ln«lu\ KW EUM
o~ o N
P ™
- = > ik
IIIC ™ _ul..— o N
\ o
[1Te - ~ ) ]
o
P &
(o]
TN N ©®
. P TN
Iﬁuv i ;
|
A b A h Ny Aﬂb oS
o~
= v = | e o~ @
/ 7 T
] oo o |, ‘
7 .“” 7 W “~ ? T
1] o ) Y ‘ 7 T
o
X % ~
g oL o W <
o - -
| |
- o~ o
T _ T N 1 |
o L) o o
42 o
D oA ™ 7 N o~
] h e ?
— oMo N 7 o
|| 1 @
— | ~~
3 —aN NN ) )
=l (=3 <t
o o o
E LVIB S Eu DN h-<{n

H

38

Y

103




Boear STALTS

YOU DONT KNOW MY MIND (1975)
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YOUR LOVE IS LIKE A FLOWER (1962)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE

YOU WERE THERE FOR ME (2004)

A3 PERFORMED BY TONY RICE
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SONG SOURCE PAGE
Swing 51 Acoustics 85
Cold on the Shoulder (Homespun) An Intimate Lesson with Tony Rice 18
Blueridge Cabin Home BGAB Vol. 1 9
Your Love Is Like a Flower BGAB Vol. 2 108
A Hundred Years From Now BGAB Vol. 3 1
Big Spike Hammer BGAB Vol. 3 7
Devil in Disguise BGAB Vol. 3 19
Age BGAB Vol. 4 1
Cheyenne BGAB Vol. 4 14
Lonesome Wind Blues BGAB Vol. 4 45
Foggy Mountain Rock BGAB Vol. 5 23
Stoney Point BGAB Vol. 6 82
Gonna Lay Down My Old Guitar Blake & Rice 30
Monroe’s Hornpipe Blake & Rice 56
New Chance Blues Blake & Rice 63
Texas Gales Blake & Rice 87
Bugle Call Rag California Autumn 11
You Don’t Know My Mind California Autumn 106
Any Old Time Church Street Blues 5
Church Street Blues Church Street Blues 15
Last Thing on My Mind Church Street Blues 42
Likes of Me Church Street Blues 43
One More Night Church Street Blues 70
Orphan Annie Church Street Blues 72
Streets of London Church Street Blues 81
Cold on the Shoulder (Album) Cold On The Shoulder 17
If You Only Knew Cold On The Shoulder 39
Victory in Jesus Crossings 93
All the Way to Texas Dancing On The Fingerboard 4
Doin’ My Time (Kick-Off) Guitar 20
Nine Pound Hammer (1973) Guitar 66
Windy and Warm Guitar 102
If I Should Wander Back Tonight Hartford, Rice and Clements 36
Buddies in the Saddle High Lonesome Cowboy 10
Minor Swing Hot Dawg 53
Old Home Place JD Crowe and the New South 68
Summer Wages (1975) JD Crowe and the New South 83
Free Born Man (Merlefest All Star Jam) Live 25
I Wonder Where You Are Tonight Live 38
New River Train Live 65
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Blue Railroad Train Manzanita 8

Ginseng Sullivan Manzanita 27
Hold Whatcha Got Manzanita 33
Home From the Forest Manzanita 34
Little Sadie Manzanita 44
Manzanita Manzanita 47
Nine Pound Hammer (1979) Manzanita 67
Old Train Manzanita 68
Mar East Mar West 49
Mar West Mar West 50
Waltz for Indira Mar West 95
Early Morning Rain Me & My Guitar 24
Me and My Guitar Me & My Guitar 51

Port Tobacco Me & My Guitar 75
Tipper Me & My Guitar 91

Go My Way Native American 29
John Wilkes Booth Native American 40
Shadows Native American 77
Why You Been Gone So Long Native American 100
Never Meant to Be Night Flyer: The Singer Songwriter Collection 61

Thank You, Mr. Martin Norman Blake and Tony Rice 2 89
More Pretty Girls Than One Skaggs & Rice 57
Where the Soul of Man Never Dies Skaggs & Rice 97
Will the Roses Bloom Skaggs & Rice 101
Big River The Bluegrass Suspects 6

Opus 57 The David Grisman Quintet 71

Don’t Think Twice The Rice Brothers 22
Grapes on the Vine The Rice Brothers 31

Mountain Dew Tone Poems 59
Don’t Give Your Heart to a Rambler Tony Rice 21

Hills of Roane County Tony Rice 32
Ain't Nobody Gonna Miss Me When I'm Gone Tony Rice Plays and Sings Bluegrass 3

Carolina Star Tony Rice Plays and Sings Bluegrass 13
Girl From the North Country Tony Rice Plays and Sings Bluegrass 28
How Mountain Girls Can Love Tony Rice Plays and Sings Bluegrass 35
I've Waited as Long as I Can Tony Rice Plays and Sings Bluegrass 37
On and On Tony Rice Plays and Sings Bluegrass 69
Thunderclouds of Love Tony Rice Plays and Sings Bluegrass 90
Whispers of the North Tony Rice Sings Gordon Lightfoot 97
You Were There for Me You Were There for Me 107
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